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LOG LINE

ABOUT THE FILM

A tale of recovery and redemption that paints a portrait 
of life after heroin addiction in the Bronx.

Junior, a young father trying to turn his life around 
after years of heroin addiction, joins forces with a group 
of fellow hepatitis-C-infected former junkies in the 
Bronx to fight the disease in their community. Knitting 
personal narratives together with a profile of innovative 
programs at a methadone clinic, the film explores the 

concept of storytelling as an instrument of change and 
gives a powerful voice to marginalized members of 
society. Ultimately a very personal story of redemption 
and hope, The Fix puts a human face on addiction and 
disease with sensitivity and grace.

THE FIX
A DOCUMENTARY DIRECTED BY LAURA NAYLOR



SYNOPSIS

Junior lives in a homeless shelter with his wife and 
young daughter and has recently gotten clean after  
20 years of addiction, jail, and violence. Like most 
injection drug users, Junior has contracted hepatitis C, 
a chronic disease that will, left untreated, cut short his 
life. Traumatized by his past but determined to change,  
he seeks treatment for his addiction at a methadone 
clinic in the Bronx, where he is offered a grueling,  
year-long hepatitis C treatment that could potentially 
save his life. 

We learn that Junior has not seen his oldest daughter 
in ten years, having lost custody of her because of his 
heroin addiction. Overcome with guilt and regret, he is 
now determined not to repeat history with his second 
child. Despite severe side effects from the treatment,  
he pushes forward. 

Gradually gaining momentum in his recovery,  
Junior trains as a peer educator at his clinic and joins 

forces with other former junkies to fight the hepatitis 
C epidemic in the Bronx. Charged with helping other 
addicts, Junior and the others begin to feel a sense of 
purpose in their own lives. 

As part of their training, the peer educators participate 
in a storytelling workshop conducted by The Moth,  
an award-winning non-profit dedicated to the art of 
telling true stories live. Junior finds his voice and  
begins to transform into a powerful leader and 
storyteller. In the face of treatment-induced memory 
loss and a fear of failure, he takes to the stage at events 
from downtown Manhattan to Governor’s Hall at the 
New York State capitol. 

With a sense of spiritual and physical renewal, Junior 
improbably reunites with his first daughter and vows to 
be the positive paternal presence his family needs going 
forward. Because of his hepatitis C cure, he now has the 
time that he needs.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

When I began production at the methadone clinic 
in the Bronx, I knew I wanted to tell a very personal 
story about addiction and disease. Aware that I could 
not predict the directions my subjects’ lives might 
take, I was nonetheless committed to following them 
whatever their course. When I met Junior, for instance, 
he was only recently clean from heroin and, statistically 
speaking, likely to relapse within the year. In the end, 
I was blown away by the determination of the people 
that I filmed, awed by their courageous fight and 
willingness to share their painful journey on camera. 
The story I found is one of hope and redemption, and 
I’m proud to tell it. As a chronic, relapsing disease that 
takes and destroys lives, addiction lends itself to media 
representation that is dark and demoralizing. While 
tragedies are all too often the outcome of this horrible 
disease, they are not the only stories to be told. This is  
a story of possibility.

The overwhelming majority of injection drug users 
in the U.S. are infected with hepatitis C. It is a huge 
epidemic that is little understood or acknowledged 
by the general public, yet it affects five times as many 
people as HIV in this country. There are completely 
curative, life-saving treatments for the disease,  
but drug users don’t have access to treatment because  
of their marginalized place in society. 

THE FIX was funded almost entirely by donations and 
donated services. We kept the budget extremely small, 
working with a bare-bones crew, so that all proceeds can 
go directly to help fund hepatitis C treatment for former 
and current drug users in the Bronx.
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LAURA NAYLOR | DIRECTOR/PRODUCER

LELAND JAMES | DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY/EDITOR

CHRISTOPHER SNYDER | COMPOSER

Laura first discovered her interest in documentary style representation while studying visual arts and art history at 
Columbia University in New York City. In 2011, she co-directed and produced her first feature-length documentary 
film, Duck Beach to Eternity (www.duckbeachmovie.com), which premiered at the 2012 Seattle International Film 
Festival, the 2012 Salt Lake City Film Festival, and aired multiple times on BBC3 in the UK. In addition to directing 
and producing independent documentaries, Laura creates fundraising videos for non-profit organizations. 

Leland was educated at the Edward R. Murrow School of Communications at Washington State University. He has 
spent eight years in the New York City area documenting all types of cultural eccentrics, primarily in the world 
of contemporary painting. His emphasis in a journalistic and pop influenced style has served to push his creative 
endeavors both behind the camera and in the editing studio. Previously, he collaborated with Laura Naylor on the 
film Duck Beach to Eternity as a camera operator. He also served as editor on the feature documentaries The Wind of 
Al Amal and Yigal Ozeri: The Chameleon. He currently resides in Bushwick, Brooklyn.

Chris is a songwriter, composer, and multi-instrumentalist based in Chicago. His songwriting credits include the 
astounding threesixfive project, in which he wrote, recorded, and published a new original song for every day 
of 2010 under the moniker Ace Reporter. Ace Reporter’s debut album, Yearling, is available now from Ooh La La 
Records. Before forming Ace Reporter, Chris wrote and released three records with New York indie rockers The 
States. His original music has also been featured in national advertising campaigns (Microsoft) and independent 
theatrical productions (Fourteen Flights, 2011 New York International Fringe Festival). Chris is a 2004 graduate  
of Harvard College.
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